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QSY Society Meeting - Saturday, February 7, 2009 

Introductions by all with name call and date licensed 

PROGRAM:  Old Timer’s Day – Hams, Equipment, Supplies, Collections 

Mark Dorney  (involved in WWII reenactments) 
displayed and spoke of vintage WWII equipment  - 
“HTs” set at 3885kHz have picked up people in Mass 
from NY qth. 

Displayed an Instructograph machine –its purpose 
was to train people to learn Morse code – uses 

punched paper tape.  

BC1306 WWII Radio 
Station demonstrated 
in parking lot, where it was installed in a restored Army jeep. 
Restoration usually involves replacing the capacitors. 

For more info: 
http://www.armyradio.com/arsc/customer/home.php?cat=100 

 

 

JB WA2WMJ  spoke of W2AMV John York , radio operator in Merchant Marines in WWII  and 
Ocean voyage log book – JB has his key – U.S. Signal Corps J-36, Vibroplex serial number 30. 
Merchant Marines had 3 radio operators on ships, often 
carried bombs and gasoline.  

David Gong KC2QFS -  Heathkit 101  - likes the way it 
lights up 80 to10, D104 heathkit speaker, had to make 
power cord. His second HF rig. 

Mike Gong KC2BNX - Straight key - navy flameproof  
used on ships can’t catch fire. CTE model has lots of 
keys 

Kenwood TS820  tubes and hollow state, few IC chips 
and transistors. Had to do a lot of work to get it running, Put in LED’s for lights as a mod vintage 
rig, also has transmatch. Final is tubes only. 

John KB2MPX – 10Tec Omni B  – Powers up muted receive transmit untested. Has other 
equipment in car, including Yaesu scope. For sale.  
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Fred KC2QFR – made Moxxon antenna for 70cm  on 
mounted pvc pipe stand. 5-7db gain.  Used $4 aluminum 
solid rod. 

RECALLING THE GOOD OLD DAYS:  

Al Arnfield K2JCN  - Al got on air with no modulation 
equipment – local ham got him into it went to Boston to 
take test FCC guy in room, asked you questions and 
then he made you send code FCC had final ruling. Went 
on train to Boston with his mother at the age of 14. Shut 
down during the war – knew it was coming end of 41 dec 
8th. W1AW came on and told everyone to get off the air. 
Determined that when the war was over meisner 150b 
purchased at the radio shack. All helpful and still talks to 

one guy since 1941. Talk about the old days… Question on bands from audience – what freq 
used – Answer used low frequencies  

Wally Silverman:   - Went to radio school in ny, took classes on radio repair and then was 
asked if you wanted to be radar technicians. Worked Bell labs, Bendix, Philco, taught basic 
radio repair then learned radar equipment.  

Tom Masey:  Story about old Army radioman Ruford Buddy Smith - first to receive fm license - 
106 Calvary. Hi Hat, Kentucky QTH now. He went to the radios to fix them – 200,000 miles on 
jeep. No radio under his command out of service for more than 15 minutes. Biscuit radio – 
dropped behind enemy lines for underground to receive instructions – pluggable frequency 
boxes – got radio from ensign – OSS selected officers from every service to parachute them 
behind enemy lines to coordinate activities – each person was allowed to carry one piece of 
radio – to keep components separate in the event of capture by Germans.  

Come on out to Memorial Day weekend: Vintage Milita ry Display,  at FDR Home, Hyde Park 
– Sat, Sunday only, not on Memorial Day.  

Ted K2JMY  – spoke of John Gallagher K2KN - WWII experienced Nav y SEAL  landed in 
France - radio operator on beach for demo squads. 60 percent of outfit had casualties; he lost 
eye and his operator for power died from shell over head exploding. Legion of Merit from 
France, honored by French govt  - over 19 awards. Wake – squad of honor guards – showed 
them the amount of ribbons john got and didn’t want to leave.  

Ted (licensed 1954) is a DX chaser - 378 countries - 301 on 80 meters, uses wire antennas.  

Worked for IBM – saw that execs and managers were hams so thought it was a way up 
corporate ladder to get a radio license!   

K2KN article in QST around 60 anniversary of WWII  [Aug 04 issue] 
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LOOSE BITS:  

1988 ARRL Handbook  – donated by W2NVL to young person or potential ham.  

Fred KC2QFR – call 888 382 1222 to put your cellphone on the ‘do not call list’  

Fred KC2QFR – Brainstorming – do monthly operating at historic sites, or from Bowdoin Park, 
for single days – use of pavilion with power, restrooms, can barbecue - is a good thing!   Ideas: 
Hudson Valley Quadracentennial – ‘QRP in the Park’ – call or email kc2qfr@arrl.net. May set up 
a Forum on Yahoo.  List circulated  

We’ll operate again the National Lighthouse weekend, activating the Esopus LightHouse. Date 
to be determined, early August.  

Shirley  – pointed out components and supplies – 
some free, some for sale, donated from two ham 
collections – including US Navy tool box. Looking for 
assistance for widow of W2KEY (got it, thanks Ted!)  

Silent Keys – KA2AAD Jerry Nolting and KA2DAA 
Fred DiRocco, Fishkill 

50-50 winner:  Pete WA2BXK $44 

Raffle prize winners:  KD2SS: 1969 issue of QST; 
KC2LIX: Vintage QSY JPole lamp pole antenna kit 

OLD TIMER AWARDS 
presented to: 

Al Arnfield K2JCN licensed 
since 1941 

Don Stein W2PTF licensed 
since 1946. 

 

 

 

Next Month:  Saturday March 7, 10:30am, New Timer’s Day!   - New hams, modes of 
operation, equipment, supplies. 

Also on Saturday March 7, 1-2pm - Special public presentation – Intro to Ham Radio  – 1-2pm 
following the meeting.     
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SOME MORE PICTURES..  

 

Bob WA2JQK and Lenny N2KPM 
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Kieran N2MWE 

Lenny N2KPM 

Tom N2RFG 

Bob N2OAM 

Great to see everyone! 

    
      


